











Abstract:	 The	 scope	 of	 this	 theme	 is	 to	 explore	 the	 burgeoning	 interest	 in	
interdisciplinary	engagements	between	the	domains	of	design	research	and	science	
and	 technology	 studies	 (STS).	On	 the	one	hand,	 design	has,	 for	 some	 time,	 been	 a	
topic	 for	 scholars	 in	 interested	 in	 the	 role	 of	 science	 and	 technology	 in	 ‘society’	
where	the	discipline’s	practices	and	technoscientific	‘objects’	have	been	studied	as	a	
newly	 recognized	 source	 of	 knowledge	 production,	 expertise	 and	 politics.	 On	 the	
other	hand,	design	scholars	and	practitioners	have	exhibited	a	sustained	 interest	 in	
STS	 in	 order	 to	 inform	 and	 theorize	 their	 own	 practices	 and	 analysis,	 notably	 the	
conceptualisation	of	 technology-user	 relations	by	way	of	 actor-network	 theory,	 the	
historical	 analysis	 of	 design,	 the	 symmetrical	 acknowledgement	 and	 inclusion	 of	
human	 and	 non-human	 actors	 in	 participatory	 research	 and	 the	 engagement	 of	
publics	 in	 democratic	 processes.	 Against	 this	 complex	 and	 variegated	 backdrop,	
design	 and	 STS	 scholars	 have	 also	 been	 engaging	 in	 interdisciplinary	 collaborations	
that	 productively	 combine	 aspects	 of	 practice-led	 research	 and	 process	 thought.	
Here,	 for	 example,	 designed	 devices	 (e.g.	 web-based	 visualization	 tools,	 cultural	
probes,	 computational	 appliances,	 software	 roBots)	 are	 designed,	 deployed	 and	
studied	 in-situ	 as	 part	 of	 inventive	 and	 so	 called	 speculative	 methods	 that	
acknowledge	 the	 active	 role	 of	 such	 techniques	 in	 shaping	 and	 manifesting	 the	
researched.	As	such,	this	theme	explores	engagements	between	design	research	and	
STS	 as	 topic,	 critical	 resource	 as	well	 as	 interdisciplinary	 efforts	where	 the	 crafting	
and	 experience	 of	 aesthetics	 is	 foregrounded	 as	 both	 a	 practical	 and	 theoretical	
































































































































































































































































co-edited	 Studio	 Studies	 (2015)	 and	 Speculative	 Research	 (both	
published	by	Routledge).		
